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WONCA Action Call for COP26 

 

The climate crisis is creating great suffering now through extreme weather, floods, fire, polluted air, 

food and water shortages, forced migration, aggravation of disease, and premature death. If we do 

not keep global temperatures within 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels by 2040, the suffering and 

deaths will increase dramatically. To avert such a catastrophe the remaining global carbon 

emissions budget must not exceed 520 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide. This is in keeping with the 

advice of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change1 and means achieving net zero by 2040. 

Given our obligation to protect and promote public health and wellbeing, we call on governments, 

civil society, and business to take urgent action. 

WONCA urges: 

• All Family Medicine National Colleges and Associations to endorse and promote the 

pragmatic Healthy Recovery2 program (already endorsed by WONCA), by August/2021, to 

put public health at the core of COVID-19 economic recovery. 

• All Countries to endorse the World Health Organization Healthy (WHO) Recovery Manifesto.3 

• All countries to set a joint and equitable plan to achieve net zero emissions by 20404 with 

countries with high emissions of carbon, especially high-income countries, making much 

bigger cuts than those with low emissions.5 

• Countries with the greatest responsibility for historic total carbon emissions (mostly high-

income countries) to transfer the funds determined at the Paris Agreement to countries that 

are most vulnerable to the impacts of the climate crisis, enabling them to mitigate, adapt 

and prepare. 

• All countries to immediately end fossil fuel subsidies (while protecting the vulnerable who 

may be unfairly disadvantaged), coupled with carbon taxes to prioritize subsidies for 

massive investment in renewable energy and storage, green infrastructure, green jobs and 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

• All countries to immediately phase-out coal energy production. 

• The World Trade Organization to implement an evidence based and equitable plan to end 

red meat, soy, and palm oil international commercialization from illegally deforested areas 

• All fossil fuel companies to become net zero by 2040. 

• The World Health Organization to implement a Sustainable Development Unit to provide 

evidence-based guidance to all primary health care and all health services in order to 

achieve net zero carbon as soon as possible and no later than 2040. 
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